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command to the master gunner " whom he knew
to be a most resolute man, to split and sink the
ship" and " the master gunner readily con-
descended ". But the captain and others objected,
saying that more than enough had been done to
uphold the honour of England, " seeing that in
so many hours' fight, and with so great a navy
the Spaniards were not able to take her, having
had fifteen hours' time, fifteen thousand men, and
fifty and three sail of men-of-war to perform it
withal ". As for the ship being made a prize,
she was so terribly battered she must sink, and
so could never be taken back in triumph by the
Spaniards, lliey insisted on sending to the
Spanish Admiral, who in his turn was ready to
treat, for none of his mem were willing to board
The Revenge for fear lest she should be blown
up with them on board. It was agreed that the
lives of all should be spared, and the crew sent
back to England*the richer to pay ransom; and
on this- The Revenge surrendered, though the
master gunner " would have slain himself with a
sword had he not been by force withheld and
locked into his cabin ". The Spaniards behaved
well, they ** used Sir Richard with all humanity,
and left nothing unattempted that tended to his
recovery, highly commending his valour and
worthiness". He died on the Spanish ship
The General Don Alfonso Basmn three days later.
The Spaniards kept their word and spared the
lives of the survivors, for we find some of them
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